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FTII STRIKE: Day 42 


Today is the 424 day of our strike. In the morning, four police vans had come to campus 
carrying police officials including Pune City Commissioner. They were enquiring about an FIR 
filed against a few students who were accused of harassing an FTII staff. This comes as a shock 
to us because the above mentioned staff has himself clarified in a press conference that he was 
not threatened by the students. Besides, we also have an audio-visual recording of the said 
incident which clearly shows that we haven't harassed him in anyway. We are wondering how a 
complaint from the staff turned into an FIR overnight without any internal enquiry by the FTII 
Administration. We have already given a letter addressing our director in this regard. 


We the students are also worried why nothing has been done regarding the vandalizing of our 
art installation at the institute gate even though it has been four days since this has been done 
by unidentified people. Most of us are staying away from home and family and we are feeling 
genuinely threatened by such violent acts and the presence of armed policemen in and around 
the campus. 


There have been rumors floating around a particular segment of media that there are forty four 
students overstaying in the campus, after completion of their course. We would like to clarify 
that only eleven such students are there in the list. Most of them have stopped staying on 
campus, are professionally engaged in their respective places and they are only required to 
hand over the keys of their rooms. Hence we strongly condemn the misleading reports 
circulating in some sections of the media. We request all our media friends to be more 
responsible about the information they are passing. 
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